Lars Nootbaar is proud to represent Samurai Japan

A Japanese-American baseball player Lars Nootbaar was selected as a member of the Japan national
team for the World Baseball Classic. He is the first man born outside Japan to represent the Japan
national team. He is an outfielder at St. Louis Cardinals. He was born and brought up in California and
now is 25 years old.

His father Charlie is a Dutch-American, and his mother Kumiko is a Japanese. His full name is
“Lars Taylor-Tatsuji Nootbaar”. His Japanese name Tatsuji(GEif) comes from his grandfather, who lives
in Saitama.

There is a video of a 10-year-old Nootbaar saying: "Konnichiwa, I'm Lars Nootbaar, No.21 and I'm
Japanese. I hope I do good during All-Stars and represent my country Japan."

Nootbaar has admired Japanese baseball players because when he was 9 years old, a team of Japanese
high school all-stars came to the U.S. for exhibition games, and the Nootbaars were a host family for some
members of the team. Some famous stars such as Masahiro Tanaka and Yuki Saito were in the team, too.
Nootbaar played baseball with the Japanese players. He was given a team cap, and got all of their
autographs. (DThey are still his treasures.

So, when Nootbaar got (2)a phone call one day, and was asked if he wanted to play for Samurai Japan
at the WBC, he answered, “Yes!” right away.
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Q2 Where was he born and brought up? ((JPlease also check the state on the map. )
Q3 Nootbaar is a Japanese-American. Where are his parents from?

Q4 Where did his Japanese name Tatsuji come from?
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Q6 When Nootbaar was 9 years old, who stayed at his home? (Who were the famous players included in the
team?)
Q7 What did 9-year-old Nootbaar and Japanese players do?
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@ Nootbaar can speak only basic Japanese, but the language barrier is not a big problem among baseball
players. Ohtani and Yu Darvish speak good English, and they are helping Nootbaar a lot.

And Nootbaar has been learning Japan's anthem “Kimigayo” from his mother. "My mom is very proud
of me. That’s very cool because I'm a mama's boy, and she’s my best friend. She has sacrificed so much for

me, so, to put a smile on her face and represent her heritage, 3)it means a lot to me."
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Q10 Can Nootbaar speak Japanese fluently?

QIl1  Why isn’t the language barrier a big problem among baseball players?

Q12 How has he been practicing singing “Kimigayo”?

Q13 According to Nootbaar, how does his mother think of him?
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Q15 What do you think about this news?
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Lars Nootbaar ( ) ) as a member of the Japan national team for the WBC.
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He ( ) ) and ( ) ) in California.
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He ( )( ) Tatsuji ( ) his grandfather.
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He ( ) ), “Do you want to play for Samurai Japan at the WBC?”
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6 ) The team gave Nootbaar a team cap. ZDOX %, ZHEZfHoCHE=2H2FL x 9,
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7 ) Where is baseball played in the world? Please name 5 countries.
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[ for/on/to/ me/it/ my mother’s face / important / put a smile /is /. ]
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[ friends / to / Nootbaar / easy / for / make /is / new /it /. ]



